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Hon Simon O'Brien MLC
Chairman
Standing Committee Environmental and Public Affairs
GPO Box All
Perth WA 6837

Dear Mr O'Brien

Re: Submission in support of Petition No. 129— Esperance Tanker Jetty

I would like to thank the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs for
considering this matter.

Esperance has a proud maritime heritage, with the iconic Tanker Jetty playing a prominent
part in this heritage for the last 80 years. The WA Government Railway originally built the
structure between 1934 and 1935 to service ships unloading and loading goods and
produce. Over time, the function of the jetty changed to become a recreational focal point for
locals and visitors alike.

Community and government efforts in the late 1980s led to significant funds being raised to
prolong the life of the jetty. This allowed residents and tourists continued access to a
fantastic recreational asset for many years. The WA State Government transferred the
responsibility of maintaining the jetty to the Shire of Esperance in 1990, with an agreed 'one
off' payment of $150,000 into a trust fund to provide for future maintenance.

Following structural assessments, the Shire of Esperance council resolved in 2011 that the
existing Tanker Jetty was beyond its useful life and supported its complete replacement as a
priority. The Shire has stated that a new structure, as opposed to restoration of the current
jetty, is the most cost-effective long-term option for the town. In February 2016, the Shire of
Esperance resolved to demolish the structure.

The Esperance Tanker Jetty has significant heritage value to the
coastal community and is listed in the WA State Heritage
database. Members of the Esperance community, namely the
Esperance Jetty Group, have sought to delay the demolition of
the structure so that other options can be fully explored. The
Jetty Group has commissioned an independent engineering
study to examine restoration feasibility and costings.
The organisation is seeking sufficient time to conduct the study
and present its findings to the Shire of Esperance and the
State Heritage Council and State Heritage Office for further
consideration.
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As Member for the Mining and Pastoral Region, I have sought to encourage consensus
within the community about the future of the jetty. I believe it is important that residents are
informed about and satisfied with the decision-making process and final outcome.

I thank you for your interest and look forward to your response. This matter has not been
referred to the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations.

Yours sincerely

HON DAVE GRILLS MLC
MEMBER FOR THE MINING AND PASTORAL REGION


